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CERTIFICATE IN FINANCING AND 
DEPLOYING CLEAN ENERGY  
 
Application Readiness Checklist 
Priority Admissions Deadline: March 29, 2026, 11:59 p.m. ET. 

Admissions Deadline: April 20, 2026, 11:59 p.m. ET  
 

This Application Readiness Checklist is meant to help you prepare your application and 

make the process as easy as possible. Because admissions and discount decisions are 

evaluated holistically, we suggest you pay special attention to all aspects of the 

application, particularly your CV/resume and the application essays, to help us get to 

know you, your motivations for applying, your ability to succeed and contribute to the 

program, and potential for impact. 

 

For guaranteed consideration of your application, the required materials below must be 

submitted electronically through G.L.A.S.S., Yale's Global Learner Access Support 

System, no later than the admissions deadline. You will be required to create an 

account prior to starting your application. For technical assistance, please refer to the 

Yale G.L.A.S.S. help page, or contact onlineprograms@yale.edu.. 

 

English translations are required for all documents not published in English. Translations 

do not need to be notarized. 

 

Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools are powerful and useful, but must be used 

appropriately within a given context. Our application is designed to help us get to know 

you as an individual, your goals, and what motivates you. With this framework in mind, 

we require that your application submission be your own. You are not allowed to copy 

and paste content into the application that you did not create.  

 
  

https://glass.yale.edu/s/programcohortdetailspage?c__selectedprogram=Financing%20and%20Deploying%20Clean%20Energy
https://glass.yale.edu/s/programcohortdetailspage?c__selectedprogram=Financing%20and%20Deploying%20Clean%20Energy
https://online.yale.edu/about-yale-online/global-learner-access-support-system
mailto:onlineprograms@yale.edu
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Required Materials 

 

□ Completed FDCE online application form including your name, title, 

organization, and contact information, completed and submitted on the Yale 

G.L.A.S.S. platform by the stated deadline. 

□ A four-year bachelor's degree in any subject from (a) an accredited U.S. college 

or university or (b) an international equivalent or (c) professional experience 

equivalent is highly recommended. Transcripts are not required, but the 

application will require Educational History information, including:  

o Highest Level of Education Completed  

o Field of Study/Major Degree  

o Institution  

o Graduation year  

o GPA, and  

o List of Other Certificates Received 

□ Resume or CV  

o Recommended length of two pages and maximum three pages 

o Please include dates of service, employers, titles, nature of duties, and 

any significant volunteer experience. 

o Please note for each job/internship/volunteer position whether it was full 

or part time, and list original research work, reports, or publications.  

o Please note the dates of attendance for all educational experiences listed 

on your CV/resume. 

□ Letter of recommendation from a professional or academic supervisor 

o On the application, you will be asked to provide the contact information 

(Name, Title, and Email) of one professional reference who can speak to 

your experience, skills, and scholarship. This should be someone you 

have worked with in a professional capacity, such as an academic or 

professional supervisor. It is not acceptable to list yourself, family 

members, or friends as a professional reference. 

o When you submit your completed application, the system will then send 

notice to the recommender's email you provide requesting a letter of 

recommendation. The earlier you submit your application, the more time 

you give your recommender to respond to our request. Therefore, we 

suggest you discuss the request ahead of time with your recommender. 

o The letter must be submitted prior to the application deadline noted above 

for your application to be considered complete. Note that your 



 
  

 
3/4 

Last update: 11/04/2025 

 

recommender will NOT receive reminders from Yale and it is up to you 

to ensure they submit the letter following the instructions. 

o Your recommender must send the letter of recommendation directly to 

onlinereferences@yale.edu from a professional email address. Gmail and 

Yahoo email addresses for instance are not acceptable.  

□ Short answers – 1500 characters each max (~300 words) - to all of the 

following essay questions: 

o Write a personal statement discussing your interests, life experiences, and 

goals as well as your motivations for applying to this program.  

o How do you intend to manage your time effectively given your current 

commitments to work and your personal life? 

o Drawing on your professional or academic experience, please describe 

one challenge you have encountered to scaling up or accelerating the 

financing and/or deploying of clean energy today. How will participation 

in this program help you address that challenge? 

o Please describe your current role in the energy field. Is there a concrete 

initiative in the clean energy transition where you will apply what you 

learn? If so, briefly describe the initiative and how your involvement in the 

program will affect it.   

 

Tuition Discounts & Three Cairns Fellows 

Please note because this is a non-degree, not-for-credit program, traditional financial 

aid, including grants and student loans, is not available. CBEY will provide tuition 

support to a small group of outstanding applicants who submit completed applications, 

including a response to the tuition discount essay, by the priority deadline. Support, if 

provided, may cover a portion of the tuition, typically up to 20%, but in some limited 

cases up to 40% provided there are clear, extenuating circumstances. These discounts 

are limited and competitively awarded.  

 

The Three Cairns Fellows Program aims to expand access to YSE online certificate 

programs for individuals working on climate solutions in the Global South. Eligible 

candidates must possess primary citizenship from a country in the Global South, have 

professional and/or academic experience relevant to climate solutions, and actively 

work on climate solution implementation. Up to ten Three Cairns Fellows award 

recipients receive full tuition support for the online program. If you are an applicant from 

the Global South committed to working to address climate change in your home country 

and/or region and would like to be considered for the Three Cairns Fellowship, please 

mailto:onlinereferences@yale.edu
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indicate so on your application, complete the tuition discount essay (prompt found 

below), and submit your complete application by the priority deadline. 

 

Note: To be considered for a tuition discount or the Three Cairns Fellowship, applicants 

must complete an essay within the program application and submit their completed 

application by the priority deadline. You will not be able to submit tuition discount 

request after you have submitted your program application. 

 

□ If applying for a discount or the Three Cairns Fellowship, you will need to 

complete a short statement – 1500 characters max – and submit your 

completed application by the priority deadline, responding to the following 

prompt: 

Please explain why you are seeking a tuition discount. Your statement should 

provide details on how this program will help you reach your goals and create 

on-the-ground impact toward accelerating the deployment and/or financing of 

clean energy (such as how you intend to use the skills and knowledge learned in 

this program, including with traditionally hard-to reach populations and 

communities), as well as any personal circumstances, hardships, or barriers to 

attendance that you wish the reviewers to know about. Please be specific. No 

additional material is required. Please do NOT send us any financial information 

as part of your application; it will not be reviewed. 

 

If your employer will support your tuition fully or partially, and you are applying for a 

discount, please be clear why you are seeking additional support from CBEY. You are 

encouraged to clarify the limitations of your employer’s support, if that plays a role in 

your decision to apply for additional support. 
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